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IX
LOCKWOOD DE FOREST

Early Struggles
OF Lockwood de Forest’s childhood we know

very little. Some of the incidents of his

early life have already been mentioned,
but for the sake of putting them in proper sequence,
it is as well to repeat all the information that is
available.

He was born on March s, 1775, in the old house
on the lower part of Moose Hill, the one which his
grandfather, Samuel, had built about 1732 or 1733,
when all that region was a wilderness. At the time
of Lockwood’s birth, however, a good many neigh-
bors lived in the vicinity and half of the old house
belonged to his father, Nehemiah.

Baby Lockwood was only a year old when his
father moved to the top of the hill and became land-
lord of the village inn. There the boy’s childhood

[ 3]
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Lockwood de Foi'est

New Strasfrd ' Was passed during the troublous period of the Revo-
lutionary War. Although he was only a little fellow
we can imagine the boyish enthusiasm with which he
heard the music of the fife and drum and watched
the drilling of the recruits or saw his older cousins
march off to the defense of their country; and how
attentively he listened also to the stories told by the
French officers the night they were quartered in his
father’s inn. He was six years old the evening of
that dance on the village green, when he and the
other children had peeped from the upper windows
and wished that they were old enough to participate.
It was upon this same night that his little brother
De Lauzun, who was named for the gay French
officer, was born. After the soldiers had marched
away, Lockwood would go to the house of Squire
Lewis and gaze at the French rapier which hung
over the mantel-shelf. The sight of that rapier al-
ways made the lad long to be a soldier so that he
could have a sword of his own and fight the enemy.

As he grew older, he had plenty of occupations
to keep him busy, foremost among them being his
studies at the village school. The teaching afforded
him there as a child was all that he had, and it was
probably poor enough; but he showed later in life
an aptitude for making the most of every opportu-
nity, and so we may be sure that he learned all the
little school could teach him.

There were in those days fully fifty children
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Early Struggles

who lived near enough to New Stratford to attend New Statford
this school, among the number being Lockwood’s

brothers and sisters and the three Wheeler girls —
Sally-Betsey, Mehetabel, and Rhoda. Of all his play-

fellows he always liked best little Hetty Wheeler,

and Hetty had apparently no objection to being

singled out by him. Thus they grew up together.

In 1790, when Lockwood was about fifteen years
old, his mother, Mary Lockwood, died. This was a
serious loss for him. She was a good mother and had
she lived would probably have exercised a wisely re-
straining influence over him. Three years after her
death, in the spring of 1793, it became evident that
Nehemiah was intending to marry again.

Perhaps the thought of his father’s marrying sug-
gested to Lockwood that he should do likewise, per-
haps the idea of a stepmother was obnoxious to him,
perhaps he simply found that he loved Hetty
Wheeler; be the reason what it may, he decided to
marry Hetty if Hetty would have him. Hetty, who
at this time was but fifteen years old, was nothing
loath; she probably considered that she was having
trials of her own; for it was in 1793 that Grand-
mother Rhoda went to live with Hetty’s parents at
Foolshatch. So the two young lovers condoled with
each other about these sore subjects with the result
that Lockwood repaired to his father and announced

that he had decided to marry and had chosen as his
bride little Hetty Wheeler.

[ 5]



Lockwood de Forest

Vew Swatford  When asked by his father the reason for this sud-
den resolution, Lockwood answered that he thought
marriage would “steady’ him. Although his father
and Hetty’s parents may have believed that he
needed steadying, they evidently did not consider
this the best way of doing it, and strenuously op-
posed the marriage on account of the extreme youth
of both parties. The young people were determined,
however, and Nehemiah, already recognizing, per-
haps, the inflexible character of his son’s decisions,
finally said, “Well, I suppose if you have made up
your mind to do it you e/l do it.”” He therefore gave
a reluctant consent, and on July 14, 1793, the services
of our old friend, Rev. Elisha Rexford, having been
secured, the two young people were married.

According to tradition, Nathan Wheeler gave his
daughter by way of dowry only a cow! As Nathan
was a prosperous farmer and not in any way a poor
man, this meagre dowry may have been given to
mark his disapproval of the marriage, or the story
may have been exaggerated; but, whatever the rea-
son, it has always been believed that with nothing to
depend upon save Hetty’s industry and Lockwood’s
determination to succeed, the young couple began
life together in their modest home.

This youthful marrnage, consented to with so many
misgivings, turned out to be an exceptionally happy
one. Many years later it was still talked of by
some of Lockwood’s and Hetty’s former neighbors,
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Early Struggles

and the following reminiscences of it were then New Swrasford
written: —

Several aged people still living, whose memories
retain events quite seventy years past, tell of the
strong parental objections to that juvenile match,
because of the youthfulness and inexperience of both
parties and the apprehension that they would fail of
self-support. Butlove and ambition dispelled the fears
of the prudent seniors, and various pleasant anecdotes
show the ingenuity and energy of the young bride —
who made their narrow resources meet their wants and
conquered all doubts of the parents on that score. . . .
All testimonials concur in delightful eulogy of Mrs.
Mehetabel de Forest. Outside of sympathy with the
romance of her early venture upon matrimonial life,
there remains a pleasant tradition of her lovely and
gentle character, giving promise from childhood of
those qualities that endeared her to family and friends
in subsequent years.

Mehetabel was indeed a wonderful little person
— sweet, yet strong, very resourceful, always able
to adapt herself to her environment, whatever it
might be. Many of the anecdotes alluded to above
are without doubt those which she herself loved to
relate to her descendants in after years — tales of
the days when she was young, when her resources
were so slender, and when her little children came to
her in rapid succession. Then, as she said, she had
to be up early and late and would frequently set the
table or perform other household duties while carry-

[ 7]



Lockwood de Forest

New Stratford Ing a crying or fretful baby on her hip. In speaking
of the makeshifts of poor people, she always said
that there was no necessity for any child’s wearing
torn or soiled clothing; that she herself used to sit up
after the family had gone to bed, to wash and mend
so that her children might have clean and tidy
clothes to put on in the morning.

Not long after her marriage she and her husband
looked over his wardrobe to see if it could be im-
proved in any way. They found that his nankeen
trousers, on which Lockwood depended for Sunday
wear, were hopelessly faded. Hetty decided to try
Te-coloring them, and remembering the way her

~ stepmother colored yarn with a dye made from but-

" ternut bark, she tried the same concoction on the
trousers. After they were dried and pressed, she was
delighted with the success of the experiment, and she
and Lockwood walked to church the following Sun-
day filled with praiseworthy satisfaction at the fine
appearance which the young husband presented in
his rejuvenated trousers and white waistcoat.

He and Hetty with characteristic prudence had
begun their wedded life in modest quarters. They
had rented two rooms in a house belonging to Fred-
erick Lewis, son of Squire Lewis, situated not far
from the village green, on the road leading down the
hill past the Monson homestead, which was later to
be Nathan Wheeler’s home. They were also ten-
ants for a short time in another house in New Strat-
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Early Struggles

S

ford. In one or the other of these houses Meheta- New Swrasford
bel’s first child, William Wheeler, was born on
Christmas Eve, 1794. Shortly after this event the
young couple were domiciled with Lockwood’s
father in the house on the Green, and there they re-
mained until they left town in the autumn of 1796.

It must have been a lively and interesting family
thus gathered under the roof of the old inn with its
historic associations and its many rooms. Nehe-
miah and Eleanor were there with their infant son
Charles, born in 1795, and six of Mary Lockwood’s
children still unmarried, were also presumably at
home, when Lockwood brought his wife and little
son to join the family circle.

Tradition says that shortly after his marriage
young de Forest opened a store! in New Stratford
facing westward on the Green, and that his affairs
there prospered. He was of too active a disposition,
however, to be able to confine his energies solely to
storekeeping in a small village; before long he was
interesting himself in local affairs, and occupying
positions of trust in the township, thus following in
his father’s footsteps.

It is worthy of note, as marking his neighbors’

1 This store was on part of the farm which the Rev.
Samuel Monson afterward sold to Nathan Wheeler. It
stood on a small lot about three-fourths of an acre in extent
which lay across the street to the south of the rest of the
farm. Lockwood probably leased this store until such time
as his father-in-law bought it with the rest of the farm.
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New Stratford

W eston

Lockwood de Forest

appreciation of the integrity and business ability of
the young man, then only nineteen years of age,
that on December 235, 1794, at the annual meeting
of the New Stratford Society, “lawfully warned and
legally holden,” they “voted that Lockwood De
Forest be Treasurer for year ensuing.” To be asked
to fill such a position showed what an unusual degree
of confidence, for those conservative and cautious
days, was bestowed upon him; but those who voted
may have been to some extent influenced by the fact
that the young treasurer had on the previous day
attained the dignity of fatherhood.

Following his father’s example, Lockwood be-
came a member of the Washington Masonic Lodge
and was soon afterward made its treasurer. He was
also appointed a town constable.

Still all these interests were not enough to occupy
him. He felt, too, the restraining influence of his
father’s home and longed for a home of his own. He
also thought that he might do better as storekeeper
in a newer community. Therefore, in the autumn
of 1796, not long before his second child was born,
Lockwood left the old inn and the quiet village where
he and his wife were born and made a venture on his
own account. As we know, his brother William
joined with him in this enterprise. They went, how-
ever, only to the neighboring township of Weston,!

1 This township was afterward divided and the part where
Lockwood lived is now called Easton.
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Early Struggles

——

on the western border of New Stratford. For a #eston
corner lot two acres in extent, with a dwelling-house,

barn, and store already on it, the two brothers paid
“£450 lawful money.” This purchase was made
August 2, 1796.

We cannot help wondering how Lockwood secured
his half of the price. Probably his father gave him
part of it; for in Nehemiah’s will, made in 1801,
he says, “My dearly beloved son Lockwood” has
had “as much already as will remain for my other
children in the above proportion.” Judging by the
amount that the others received from their father’s
estate, it is likely that Lockwood had been given
about $500. Where did the remaining sum come
from? We cannot tell; he may have borrowed it.
At any rate, the surplus earnings of three years in a
village store could hardly have reached so consider-
able an amount.

On February 17, 1797, a daughter came to gladden
the hearts of the young people, and Lockwood gave
her his mother’s name, Mary Lockwood. Mary was
born in her father’s house in Weston Centre, the
house which adjoined “Centre Store,” and was on
the opposite side of the street from the Academy;
but she always loved in after years to say playfully
that she was born in “the Devil’s Den.” This was
the local name for a wonderfully picturesque spot in
the neighborhood, which was not, however, a very
fearsome place, although some neighbor devising
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Lockwood de Forest

Weston property in the vicinity had ventured to allude to it
as “the D——I’s Den.”

Lockwood’s separation from his father’s family
and his settling in a new neighborhood reveal one of
his most marked characteristics; namely, a constant
desire to move on in order to better himself. His
ancestors from Jesse downward had ever been mov-
ing on toward the same end. They, however, had
been pioneers, always pushing farther and farther
into the wilderness. Lockwood, as it were, reversed
the process and retraced their steps. Dating from
his move to Weston and his ownership of the Centre
Store there, his thoughts had begun to turn city-
ward, toward the prospect of a larger and more
populous community as offering greater opportuni-
ties for advancement. Even at that early period,
as the pastor of the Weston church afterward said,
“The trend of life was already city-ward.”

It is not surprising, therefore, that only a year
after buying the property at Weston, Lockwood,
on July 18, 1797, should have sold his share to his
brother William (for £200)! and in the fall of that
year should have left the hill country for good. All
this was in the line of progress, but it was hard on
nineteen-year-old Mehetabel, who in her four years
of married life had had two children, had moved
four times, and was now to make her fifth move.

! This was ‘the house and store which William in turn
sold to Nehemiah in 1798.

[ 12 ]



Early Struggles

This change took Lockwood into the larger world Fairfeld
— to the county town of Fairfield. Ever since
David de Forest had come to Connecticut just one
hundred years earlier, one or other of our friends —
David, Samuel, Nehemiah, or Lockwood — had
lived in Fairfield County, but Lockwood was the
first one ambitious enough to try his fortune at the
county seat.

Doubtless the governing reason for Lockwood’s
move was that he had received certain official
appointments which necessitated his residence in
Fairfield. The first one was that of constable, the
second that of “Collector of Town and State taxes
for the towns of Fairfield and Weston” (49th As-
sessment District of Connecticut), and the third
that of deputy sheriff of the county of Fairfield.

This last appointment had come through the
high sheriff, “Elijah Abel Esquire.” The high sher-
iff was himself always appointed by the Governor
and Council. He in turn appointed six deputies
who were responsible to him for many official acts,
such as making arrests, serving processes, and exe-
cuting warrants. They had the “same power as the
sheriff appointing them,” and the sheriff was respon-
sible for any neglect or default on the part of his
deputies. Among other duties was the proper keep-
ing of the jail, or “gaol,” as the word was more often
spelled in those days. One of the deputies was there-
fore always put in charge of it and was required to

[ 13 ]



Lockwood de Forest

Fairfield  live In “the gaoler’s house,” which, although under
the same roof, was quite independent of the gaol
except for a communicating door. This duty of
residence fell upon the shoulders of young Lockwood
de Forest.

Fairfield was a place of considerable importance
even in early days. It was settled at about the same
date as Stratford (1639), and the county of Fair-
field, which included both towns, was established in
1666. Fairfield from its position on the Sound was
a port of entry for Connecticut, and many vessels
arrived there from distant places laden with rare
and curious things of all kinds and with beautiful
stuffs wherewith to bedeck the ladies, and the gentle-
men, too, of the gay little town. Nor were the peo-
ple satisfied to adorn their persons: they were ambi-
tious to cultivate their minds too; and from the time
when Harvard and Yale opened their doors, sons of
Fairfield could be counted among their students.

The Green was the oldest part of the town and
the centre of the town life. On it were located the
meeting - house, the schoolhouse, the ordinary or
inn, and the gaol, with the court-house in the very
middle. Both county and probate courts were held
in this building and during more than two hundred
years justice was dispensed from it. Stirring was the
scene about it on court days, especially at the noon
hour, when judge, lawyers, witnesses, and friends
repaired to the tavern for their dinners.

[ 14 ]
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L

Everything of any importance took place on the Fairfield
Green. Here the train-bands were drilled in the
early days, and later the militia went through their
evolutions. In 1779, the year when Fairfield was
completely destroyed by the British, it was on the
Green that the British soldiers fought hand to hand
with the inhabitants before the town was finally
captured; and after the place had been burned —
church, court-house, and gaol, along with private
houses — it was also on the Green that the hapless
residents camped until they could improvise shelters
on their home lots. After the war the town was
rebuilt, but never, except for the buildings men-
tioned above, on the same scale as before. The
many fine houses had all been destroyed, with their
contents, and the owners could only afford to put
up very simple buildings in their stead.

Such was the place to which Lockwood brought
his family in the fall of 1797. He and his wife with
little William Wheeler and Mary probably moved
into their new abode soon after Lockwood had sold
his Weston property to his brother in July, 1797.
At any rate, Lockwood was already established in
“my dwelling house in Fairfield” (the gaoler’s
house) before November 7, 1797.

The house itself was pleasant enough. It fronted
on Meeting House Green, facing the court-house,
and was a long, low building with a nice garden in
the rear, surrounded by a picket fence. The garden

[ 15 ]



Lockwood de Forest

Fairfild was directly back of the site where the old Fairfield
Academy building now stands, but alas, the Acad-
emy was built just too late for little William Wheeler
to attend school in it.

Very near the garden was a large pond, which,
however, the children were hardly old enough to
enjoy. This was the pond where in the olden times
the authorities used to duck the witches. If they
floated, they were true-enough-witches, but if they
sank and perchance were drowned, they were de-
clared innocent.?

But the place where the children liked best of all
to play, even better than in their own garden, was
the lovely green in front of their home. Many years
later little Mary was to live in a house which stood
even then on a corner just across the Green from
her playground. The picture of the Green taken
from Barber’s Historical Collections shows on the
left the gaol and the gaol-keeper’s house as they
looked when the children played on the grass before
the door.

We must now hear something of the gaol of which

1 Poor Mercy Disborough and Elizabeth Clawson were
“proven” in this pond in 1692, and the testimony given
was that when they “were bound hand and foot and put in
the water, they swam like cork; and one labored to press
them into the water, and they buoyed up like cork.” An
old lady still living in Fairfield said recently, “Yes, we had
witches here in the olden time and they were the smartest
women in town!”
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Early Struggles

the children’s father had charge. Such an institu- Fairfeld
tion was important even in those early days and the
Fairfield gaol was of particular importance, as it
was the only one between Fairfield and New Haven
except farther back in the country, at Danbury.
The earliest gaol at Fairfield, a very rude affair, had
been burned down in 1768, a prisoner having set
fire to it. The second was erected in 1769, it having
been voted at a town meeting “that the County of
Fairfield haye liberty to erect a Prison and House for
the Gaol Keeper on the westerly part of the Meet-
ing House Green northwesterly of the Pond and
southeasterly of the County Road and liberty for
a garden for the Gaoler, the westerly extension of
such garden to be five rods distant from Mr. Thad-
deus Burr’s Home lot.” Ten years later, during the
British raid on Fairfield, the second building fol-
lowed the fate of the first. It was, however, rebuilt
in the same form and on the same foundations.

The house was used as a tavern as well as a prison;
it was here that people who came from a distance
to attend court were entertained. It contained a
public bar where any one might obtain liquor, an
objectionable custom which was not abolished until
1844.

Not far from the gaol and in front of the court-
house was the whipping-post, which is still there
but used for a less cruel purpose, as the support to
a bulletin board. Here wife-beaters received their
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Fairfeld just reward, or refractory slaves or drunkards were
given the prescribed number of lashes. Nearby were
the stocks. Some of the culprits confined in the
stocks were technically known as “tavern haunt-
ers,” and they were liable to be fined $3.34 or to be
obliged to “sit in the stocks for the space of two
hours.” If a man could in any way supply the
amount of his fine, we may be sure that he did so;
for it was one of the children’s favorite amusements
to jeer at these helpless offenders.

Of course, among those confined in the gaol were
the usual malefactors; but there were many others
detained simply for debt, and the sheriff was re- .
quired to make a strict separation between debtors
and felons. Some of the debtors were merely Epis-
copalians who had refused to pay rates for the sup-
port of the official Congregational church.

Certain large trees at each end of the village were
called “limit trees,” and prisoners who were con-
fined for debt only were sometimes allowed to walk
:as far as these trees if the gaoler thought he could
trust their promises to go nofarther. In the same way
there were limit trees for the Tory prisoners during
the Revolutionary War. Most of these trees have
long since fallen into decay, but a few still remain.

Some of the provisions for the care of the pris-
oners are interesting.! The gaols were to be used
as “Houses of Correction,” and the rules for such

1 See Statutes of Connecticut, Revision of 1795.
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L

houses were to govern the running of the gaol. Fsirfield
Those who so desired were permitted to have their

food sent to them, as well as linen, bedding, and

other necessities. Gaolers were allowed $.84 per

week for the diet of each prisoner, but just after
Lockwood left, this amount was increased to $1.67

for the same period. For each commitment and
discharge of a prisoner $.34 was received by the
deputy sheriff; for attending justices’ court, $.25,

and for each mile travelled, $.05.

In the earlier days many mortifying punishments
were endured by prisoners, as, for instance, when
they were taken outside the gaol and exposed to the
gaze of passers-by. Perhaps it was some such humil-
iation as this which induced the prisoner to set fire
to the gaol in 1768. We may hope the treatment
was more humane under Lockwood’s rule ; it would
hardly have accorded with his sense of justice and
fairness to his fellow-man to have inflicted so un-
necessary a punishment even on a criminal.!

1 That his successors were lenient is shown by the follow-
ing amusing anecdote, written by the grandson of one of the
high sheriffs: “I well remember, when the Jail was burned in
1852, that the released prisoners stood in a row under guard
on the opposite side of the street and with tearful eyes
loudly lamented the destruction of ‘the best home they ever
had!’”

In 1853, the year after this final burning of the gaol, the
county seat was removed to Bridgeport, and the partly
rebuilt brick gaol was converted into St. Paul’s Episcopal
Church.

Bridgeport had previously made several strenuous efforts

[ 19 ]
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Lockwood de Forest

When Lockwood first came to Fairfield, he ap-
parently did not feel absolutely sure that his new
position as gaoler would suit him; for he took pains
to secure the possibility of returning to New Strat-
ford and his village store there. On December 8,
1797, shortly after he had settled in his new home,
his father-in-law bought the Monson property in
New Stratford, as we have already heard, and
Lockwood’s old store was included in the purchase.
The very next day Lockwood bought from Nathan
Wheeler for $250 the store and the three quarters of
an acre lot on which it stood. Possibly he persuaded
the latter to manage the store for him; for he could
hardly have taken charge of the Fairfield gaol and
directed affairs in the New Stratford store at the
same time, even had they been less than twenty
miles apart.

We must remember, too, that he was collector of
town and state taxes for the townships of Fairfield
and Weston. His instructions were simple enough.
He was given a list of taxes and told to collect them.
This he did where possible by notifying landholders

to get the county seat away from Fairfield, one of the prin-
cipal complaints being that it was difficult to obtain good and
sufficient food there. On one of these occasions, in order to
meet the slander, half a dozen residents of Fairfield were
summoned, every one of whom weighed between two hun-
dred and three hundred pounds. Thus was it proved that
good food was abundant in Fairfield, and Bridgeport had to
relinquish her efforts for the time being.
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Early Struggles

through advertisement to come and pay up. Sixteen Fairfield
months later, in those cases where the taxes had not
been paid, he “made public sale of said tracts of
land and houses.”

With all these varied interests Lockwood must
have been a very busy man; it is said, moreover, that
while he was gaoler and deputy shenff he “did the
bulk of the business connected with the Sheriff’s
office.” His duties thus brought him in contact with
judges and lawyers, and he gained a large acquaint-
ance with men throughout the county, his constant
attendance in the courts of Connecticut while he
was deputy sherift educating him in the general prin-
ciples of the law. All this experience was of the
greatest advantage to him in after life.

Although public affairs occupied so much of Lock-
wood’s time, domestic concerns were of interest also,
especially when another daughter, Susan, was born
on June 3, 1799. Some people thought it rather out
of the way that “one of those De Forest children”
should have been born in the gaol, but this did not .-
trouble Lockwood at all. The gaoler’s house was his
“dwelling house” and Mehetabel undoubtedly had
made it a real home.

He was not gaoler much longer, however, for one
of the other deputies was appointed to the position
in 1800. It is possible that Lockwood resigned in
order to have more time for outside ventures.
Strangely enough, a copy has just been discovered
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Fairfield of an old newspaper, “The American Telegraphe,”
printed in Bridgeport on November 19, 1800. From
this paper we learn for the first time that Lockwood
de Forest and his partner, Peter L. Gregory, under
the firm name of De Forest & Gregory, ran a veri-
table department store in Bridgeport at that time.
They advertised that they had just returned from
New York with a fresh and very extensive assort-
ment of goods, including *“Broadcloathes, superfine
and coarse; Cashmires, Friezes, Forrest Cloths,
Baizes, Swansdowns, Velvets, Royal Cord, Callicoes
and Chintzes, Dimety, Jackonett and Book Muslins,
Sattin do., Cape do., Humhums, Irish and Check’d
Linnen, Russell and various coloured striped and
plain Callimancoes, Rattinett, Shalloon, etc.” For
the adornment of the ladies there were “ Purple and
white Shawls, Cammels hair and silk do. of various
kinds and colours, silk Gloves and Hosiery, Worsted
do., Satins of all Kinds, Laces and edgings, strip’d
Lutestrings, of the newest fashion.” In the way of
eatables they advertised “Brandy and Rum by the
bbl. or less quantity, Gin, Cherry-Rum, Molasses,
Loaf, Lump and brown Sugar, Hyson skin, Suchong
and Bohea Teas, etc.” They also had a complete
assortment of “Cutlery, Hardware and Crockery.”
What modern department store could carry a more
varied line of goods!

With this magnificent assortment displayed in
Bridgeport, Lockwood de Forest had no longer any
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use for his country store in New Stratford. So that
same year he resold it to his father-in-law, in order
that he might put all his energies and all his cash
into the new enterprise.

When Lockwood left the Fairfield gaol, he bought
an acre of land in the town with a partly finished
house upon it and, having completed the building,
went there with his family to live. Having a good
chance eight months later to sell it for over twice the
sum he had given for it, he did not hesitate to do this
and to move elsewhere.

He also shortly afterward sold several other pieces
of real estate in Fairfield; he may even have sold his
interest in the Bridgeport store, for we hear nothing
further about it.

All these preparations would seem to indicate
clearly that with increasing mental power and busi-
ness ability he had begun to seek opportunities and
activities elsewhere, and it is hardly surprising that
with his characteristic energy he sought them in a
larger community than Fairfield or even Bridgeport;
namely, in the city of New Haven.

Prosperous Days

Some time during the later part of 1801 Lockwood
gave the word and his family obediently followed
him in the new and important move from Fairfield to
New Haven, then a city of four or five thousand in-
habitants. He was expecting to fill some of the same
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New Haven  Offices in New Haven that he had already filled in
Fairfield; his position as collector of town and state
taxes he continued to occupy for some years longer,
for it was not necessary for the collector to live in his
assessment district.

Apparently the inmediate reason for his change of
residence was that he had become gaoler of the New
Haven gaol, which would go to prove that his reign
in the similar institution at Fairfield had been suc-
cessful. In New Haven, during the year 1802-03, he
held the office of gaoler and that of constable as well.
In 1803-04 he was also one of the deputy sheriffs, but
in the latter year there was a different man in charge
of the gaol.

We have now come to the time when Lockwood de
Forest began to assume a more prominent position
in the world. He was twenty-six years old, with a
wife and four children (Eliza was born in Fairfield on
April 12, 1801), and he was no longer satisfied with a
subordinate position. He longed to work independ-
ently amid surroundings that offered larger oppor-
tunity for advancement. This wider opportunity was
soon to appear and to take practical form. The new
venture was to be far more exacting than any he had
yet undertaken. It was no less a career than that
of shipping merchant, for which all his previous and
varied experiences had been preparing him. To this
end his first step was to enter into partnership with

John Buckley and Elihu Daggett under the firm
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name of Buckley, De Forest & Co., and to establish New Haven
himself with his partners on Long Wharf.

Union Wharf or Long Wharf, as it is usually called,
was 3,480 feet long ! and was built principally of
stone quarried from East Rock; in its structure may
still be found, however, material brought as ballast
from many distant lands — rocks from Gibraltar
or Malta, gravel from the harbor of Dublin, stones
from Bristol, from the Gulf of Para, from Sicily, and
from almost every island in the West Indies. “New*
Haven,” wrote one of its sons, ‘‘ owes its chief mer-
cantile importance to this wharf, as the creek — the
only practical means of reaching New Haven by
water — was too shallow for shipping.” ? Its his-
tory is interesting. As early as 1644 such a wharf was
proposed, and the Court ordered that every male in
the town from sixteen years old to sixty should give
four days’ labor on it — “those that cannot worke
to hyre others to work in their stead, and those that
care to, work in their own persons.” This amount of
labor proving insufficient to finish the wharf, sub-
scriptions were started. Owing to the scarcity of
money, the subscribers often contributed such ar-
ticles as one hundred bushels of salt, four pairs of
shoes, hogsheads of molasses or brandy, West India

1 In 1863 it was the longest wharf in the United States,
.but there are undoubtedly longer ones now.

2 See able paper by T. R. Trowbridge, History of Long
Wharf in New Haven, Papers of New Haven Historical
Society, vol. 1, p. 86.
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New Haen  goods, loads of lumber or stone, while others gave
their own services — blacksmithing work, freightage
to New York, etc. In early days the General Assem-
bly of the Colony authorized lotteries in order to
raise £1000 for this purpose, and still the great work
was not finished. It seemed like pouring water into a
sieve. As late as 1799 no dividends had been paid, all
the income for over one hundred years having gone
toward repairs, and the wharf was not yet completed.

Finished or not, the Long Wharf was the pride and
boast of the “town born,” for those who could claim
this title held themselves above those who could not,
and did not allow these latter the same rights on the
wharf. In fact, a sharp distinction was drawn be-
tween the “town born” and “interlopers.” It was
the custom for the Long Wharf merchants to assem-
ble frequently at the tavern at the head of the wharf
to have a good time. There over a “bowl of punch”
or “half and half,” made from genuine “Grenada or
Antigua” of their own importation, they would dis-
cuss the state of the West India trade, the condition
of the country, and affairs generally. It was on one
such occasion, “when nearly all were assembled,
that the astounding news was received of the treach-
ery of their old friend and fellow West India mer-
chant, Benedict Amold. They could not believe
that one who in 1775 was with the foremost to march
in defense of his country, could ever betray it; but
when the evidence was past controverting, they con-
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soled themselves with the reflection that Amold was New Heoven
not a ‘Long Wharf merchant’; had he been located

on that venerable wharf, he could never have been

a traitor.”

Great, too, was the excitement among the boys in
the town when the news would spread that a vessel
had arrived from the West Indies! Then they would
flock to the wharf, where oranges and cocoanuts were
freely distributed and where there was always the
possibility of securing sugar or molasses from leaky
hogsheads. The Yale students, also, were wont to
flock there for the good bathing opportunities it
afforded.

To be situated on this wharf was a matter of real
concern to shipping merchants. It is recorded that
on August 25, 1804, Lockwood de Forest’s new firm
purchased from Andrew Hull, Jr., for $1500 “a
certain piece of land with two stores standing
thereon . . . on the West Side of Union Wharf being
the First & Second stores from the North end of the
Long range, with all the Land & Flats thereunto be-
longing,” and these “stores’ must have been large
ones; for it is noted that they contained at one time
twelve hundred barrels of flour and, presumably,
other merchandise. When these two stores were pur-
chased, the wharf had just been thoroughly repaired
and put in first-rate condition.

Although not town-born, Mr. de Forest became
a very successful and prosperous Long Wharf mer-
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New Haven  chant, and his name is still to be seen in a list of the
most prominent merchants of New Haven at that
time. The business of the firm was largely a commis-
sion one and a considerable part of its trade was with
the West Indies, as well as with South America,
where Mr. de Forest’s cousin, David C. de Forest
(“Don Deforest,” as he was called), was established
in Buenos Ayres. Among other things shipped by the
firm were “well dried corn, oats, beans,” and num-
bers of horses, the latter apparently being sent to
these southern ports; the invoice at one time calling
for 20 sprightly pacing horses™ and at another for
“30 well made gay young horses.” Buckley, De For-
est & Co. also received for sale hundreds of hogs-
heads of gin, brandy, and rum from the Windward
Islands, and hundreds of barrels of best Virginia
flour for “those private families who boast them-
selves of having good bread.”

Thus it will be seen that they prospered. In 1809
they seem to have taken Captain James Goodrich as
partner, and to have largely increased their holdings
on Long Wharf. Captain Goodrich was a firm friend
of Lockwood de Forest and stood by him stead-
fastly at the period of great stress, now not very far
off, when he was obliged to undergo a church trial.
By 1811 John Buckley, who had already moved to
New York, had sold his share of the property to the
new firm, and it was then called Goodrich & De
Forest.
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What were Lockwood de Forest’s family doing all New Hacen
this time and where was the home that sheltered
them? On December 21, 1802, not long after his
arrival in New Haven, he had bought the easterly
half of a house (including a back kitchen, barn, out-
houses, well, and pump) on the south side of the
Green and installed his family therein. Although the
situation was one of the very pleasantest in town,
even this house was but a temporary abiding-place.
Mr: de Forest probably wanted a little more space
about him, and his partners no doubt felt the same
need. Therefore on November 21, 1804, Andrew Hull,
Jr., John Buckley, Lockwood de Forest, and Elihu
Daggett together paid $9,000 to James Bonticou for
one acre of land with the buildings thereon, in that
part of New Haven then called “New Township.”

This lot was in 1804 not far from the water-side
and was bounded on the north by the highway
(Chapel Street), on the east by the land of William
Fairchild, on the south by Wooster Street, and on the
west by Olive Street. On it stood a commodious
dwelling-house, and this with the other buildings
Mr. de Forest and Mr. Buckley divided between
them, while the rest of the property was owned by
the four partners in undivided fourths. The two
gentlemen above-mentioned, Mr. Buckley and Mr.
de Forest, gradually becaine possessed of the two
fourths originally belonging to Mr. Hull and Mr.
Daggett, so that when in 1811 John Buckley (having
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Xex Heee moved to New York) sold his share to Lockwood de
Forest, the latter was left in possession of the original
acre with all the buildings on it.

The house had been standing since Revolutionary
days and had, moreover, interesting traditionsof that
period. Captain Peter Bonticou built it about 1770.
He was a prosperous shipping merchant and had
large dealings with the West Indies. There were not
many stores or warehouses in New Haven at that
date and the foresighted captain had built under-his
house a spacious cellar, “as big as a ship’s hold,” it
was said. Why this huge cellar? And on what was
based the tradition that an underground passage
connected the cellar with the harbor? Could we,
perchance, suspect our captain of smuggling a bit?
Maybe; for Peter Bonticou’s house faced toward the
water-side and was easy of access therefrom, and we
know that many another New Haven cellar housed
goods which never paid taxes to His British Majesty.

Above the cellar the house was two stories high,
with large pleasant rooms. In front there was a
porch with doorways on both first and second floors,
and on each side of the porch were seats. There was
then a garden surrounded by a picket fence in front
of the house.

In this pleasant house Peter Bonticou lived with
his family, which included his aged father Timothy-.!

1 Timothy Bonticou, who was of Huguenot descent, had
in his early married life lived in Stratford.
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When the British invaded New Haven, a mob of ~New Haven
drunken soldiers visited this house, where they
ripped open mattresses and furniture in their search
for valuables, promptly robbed the old gentleman of
his silver knee and shoe buckles, and attempted to
abduct the daughter of the house. Her mother with
great tact entertained the soldiers while sending
secretly for help. Some Royalist neighbors inter-
vened, but only just in time; for they found old
Timothy with a rope around his neck and the other
end thrown over one of the beams of the house.

The house is still standing, but not exactly as it
was; for Mr. de Forest, feeling the need of more room
for his ever-increasing family, raised the roof and
added another story, and since then the streets have
been widened, and lawn and fence have disappeared.
Thus the old home may be seen to this day, but
in a rather dilapidated condition, on the northeast
corner of Wooster and Olive Streets.

Of course money was needed for all these expen-
sive purchases; and as money was scarce in the de
Forest family when they first came to New Haven,
they bethought themselves of the old farm at Fools-
hatch, the one in which little Hetty and her sisters
had been born and which was still owned by the
three sisters. Hetty thereupon persuaded Sally
Nichols to join her in selling their interest in the
farm to their stepmother, Eunice. Each of them
received £121; and Hetty’s portion, even if it was
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New Haven DOt a very large sum of money, was of course a help
to her husband.

One of the first things Lockwood did after having
established his family in his temporal home was
to seek a spiritual home. He and Mehetabel were
descended from devout, earnest, Chnistian people,
serving God with true New England strictness,
holding closely to the Calvinistic teaching of that
day, and they naturally allied themselves with
the church that most nearly conformed to these
doctrines. This proved to be the “First Church
and Society in New Haven” (Congregational), now
called the “Centre Church.”

When they first went there, the minister, al-
though a good and learned man, did not preach very
interesting sermons nor was he inspiring in any way.
It was therefore hardly surprising that the congre-
gation in 1805 voted that he “retire from his pas-
toral labors.” On March 5, 1806, the Rev. Moses
Stuart, a young man of “strong impetuous elo-
quence,”’ was ordained pastor, and under his min-
istrations a memorable revival of religion took
place, and both Lockwood and Mehetabel came
under its influence.

They had never really “joined the Church” nor
had any of their children been baptized; but under
such impelling power as that of Mr. Stuart they
could no longer delay, and on April 6, 1806, they
came before the congregation and were formally
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admitted to the church. Their five children — New Haven
William Wheeler, Mary Lockwood, Susan, Eliza,

and Jane — were at the same time baptized. What

a touching sight it must have been! First, the father

and mother received their membership, and then

the five little children, ranging in age from eleven

years to one year, were brought forward and re-

ceived baptism. Verily a testimonial to the ear-
nestness of Mr. Stuart as well as to the doctrines he
preached!

But this joining of the church gave grievous im-
portance to an act committed by Mr. de Forest
which was later to involve him in a long and cruel
controversy. It was no more than that of playing
cards with some friends in New York, but such an
act was considered a crime by many of the godly
people of that day. The circumstances will be fully
related in the account of Lockwood’s church trial,
but we may say now that Mr. Stuart, having heard
in some way of Mr. de Forest’s card game, spoke
to him about it. The latter felt at first that there
was nothing really wrong in his action because the
friends with whom he played engaged frequently in
a game and yet were “very good men.” Later, how-
ever, he went to Mr. Stuart and made to him an
“ample acknowledgement of his guilt” and ex-
pressed his contrition therefor, and to any of his
friends who spoke to him about the matter he
declared himself in the same way regarding the
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crime.” After thus, as he supposed, having per-
formed his whole duty, he considered the matter
closed and no longer troubled himself about it.

The church continued to increase and strengthen
under Mr. Stuart’s ministry and Mr. de Forest
greatly enjoyed and appreciated his constant as-
sociation with his pastor. Unfortunately for him,
however, this state of affairs was not to last. Mr.
Stuart, who seems to have had more influence over
him than any one else, was in 1810 called to the
Professorship of Sacred Literature in the theologi-
cal seminary at Andover and felt it his duty to
accept.

In 1812 the vacant pulpit was filled by the Rev.
Nathaniel W. Taylor — a strong and good man, but
somewhat lacking in the tact which was so marked
in Mr. Stuart. Under the guidance of Mr. Taylor
many new members were added to the church, and
it was during his pastorate, in 1813 and 1814, that
the new Centre Church, to this day one of the most
beautiful and dignified structures in New Haven,
was built in the middle of the Green. It was in this
noble building, only a year later, that Lockwood
de Forest was to stand on trial before the congre-
gation.

Lockwood was a man of high character. He was
also of strong and ungovernable will, very persistent,
very strenuous in the matter of what he thought
right, doing it without hesitation and without much
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consultation with others or regard for their views. New Haven
During the fourteen years of his residence in New

Haven he led a serious and eamnest life, imperious

with his children, from whom he exacted strict obe-

dience, bringing them up in a harsh and formal

way, as was the custom among the early New
Englanders. _

Three daughters and two sons were born during
the residence here: Jane, April 12, 1804; George
Beach, December 27, 1806; Ann Mehetabel, March
13, 1809; Sarah, March 27, 1811; and Alfred Henry,
August 20, 1813 — nine children in all and more
still to come.

William Wheeler, the eldest son, was a boy of
great promise and determined character, combining
some of his father’s worthiest qualities with many
that made his mother most lovable. For the latter
he had ever the tenderest regard.

Perhaps it was a desire to get away from the rigid
parental discipline that made William Wheeler, like
many another boy, determine to leave home and
go to sea. Perhaps it was only a restless longing
to see the world of which he had heard so much.
Stories of the sea, acquaintance with his father’s
skippers, and the sight of ships setting out to distant
ports, were part of the lad’s daily life. Whatever
the reason, William Wheeler on his return from New
York one day in September, 1812, being then seven-
teen years old, announced that he had engaged to
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——

New Haoen sail in a few days as a common sailor on the ship
Triumph, Captain Coggeshall, bound on a sealing
voyage to the Pacific.

His father deemed it wise to give his consent,
but it was with many misgivings, as war with Eng-
land had already been declared. Heavy indeed
must have been the heart of the gentle mother,
Mehetabel, when she found herself forced, in the
scant time allowed her, to prepare a hasty wardrobe
for the sudden and what might be the perilous voy-
age of her first-born. The restrained concern of the
parents is evident from the letter which Lockwood
wrote to the captain.

New HaveN, 28 Sept. 1812.
Caprr. CoGCESHALLL.
SIR,

My son William has just returned from New York
and informed me he intends to go to sea with you and
says the ship is to sail on Sunday next. Without en-
quiring particulars it would be very satisfactory (as the
times are so critical) to know from you whether the
ship goes documented so as to protect her from capture,
and whether there will be any objection to his putting
in some little articles which he will take down with
him, and when he must be down. Please drop me a line
by mail.

Yours Respectfully,
Lockwoop pE FOREST.

Into his son’s keeping the father gave the fol-
lowing affectionate, if somewhat stilted, letter of
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advice and admonition, addressing it to William New Haven _
Wheeler, “On board Ship Triumph. At Sea.”

MY DEAR CHILD,

The tenderness, affection & extreme anxiety we feel
for you, the thought of your departure for a long, ardu-
ous & dangerous voyage, makes it my duty to address
to your most serious consideration, my solemn (per-
haps last) Parental & most affectionate advice. And
by all the affection you bear to tender Parents, and
affectionate Sisters, I beg you when far away to read
thisover,and rememberit as the advice of a father. For-
get not also the many pious lessons of advice & counsel
you have so repeatedly had from the lips of a dear &
tender Mother, & who will not fail to join her prayers
with mine to the throne of Grace for your preservation
& safe return to her arms again.

My Son, you are now entering on the stage of life, at
an uncommon & early age. You have chosen a profes-
sion for yourself, which though dangerous, yet opens to
an industrious & persevering mind, a Noble risk &
glorious Field, a field in which the brightest talents
may be richly improved, & the greatest exertions the
most nobly rewarded. You are then from this moment
to begin to act for yourself. And first of all others —
remember your duty to God — fail not at all proper
times to pray earnestly to him for Mercy & pardoning
Grace through a blessed redeemer — implore his divine
assistance to guide you in all things, for his protection
amidst all dangers, and for his holy spirit to deliver you
from all sins & every temptation. On no occasion what-
ever, let his Holy Name be taken in vain by you — but
remember while yet in your youth your Creator & the
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New Hwen God who preserves you — faithfully improve all the
leisure time you can get, in reading, writing, cyphering,
or the study of navigation, but especially read your
Bible. .

Next to your duty to God, follow your duty to your
Officers & to the Ship — always be the first when called
on duty, & the last to shrink from it — rush not into
danger foolishly, but if danger press be firm at your
post — never for a moment forget the object you have
before you — consider what hopes & expectations your
friends have formed of you, be always employed about
something useful either to yourself or others. Remem-
ber that all your future prospects in life, your own
present and future happiness, as well as much of the
happiness of your Parents & friends, & your own
honor & character depend altogether upon your own
conduct & behavior.

Never let your honor be impaired by the utterance
of a falsehood — shun as a pestilence habits of black-
guarding, it is infamous, & would you make yourself
agreeable to others & happy in yourself, never, I say,
never allow yourself to get into a passion —.regard not
trifling insults, but treat them with contempt, rather
suffer wrongs from others than do wrong yourself —
endeavor to cultivate friendship with all on board —
better is the friendship of a dog than his ill will — keep
yourself neat & clean, your clothes all in good order, &
in their proper place — be prudent & sparing of every-
thing you have, & preserve & lay up all you can for
time of need.

Take proper advice in all cases of any importance, in
laying out money if any you have, buying or selling
anything — and improve every opportunity of writing
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home that you may have — And finally sy Son, I New Haven
commend you to that God, who is able to preserve &
keep you — & with the most fervent prayers for your
health & safety, for a prosperous voyage & due return,
I subscribe myself your affectionate
FATHER.

Captain Coggeshall, who was a distinguished
captain in those days, became very fond of Wheeler,
as he was usually called, during the long voyage and
after their return spoke warmly of him to his par-
ents. He thought that the young sailor even then
showed great strength of character, and he told the
following story as an instance. Wheeler had been
quite seasick during the early part of the voyage,
but on being told to go to the masthead had gone,
and was overcome while up there. Captain Cogge-
shall called, ““Wheeler, come down, you are not fit
to be up there,” to which Wheeler answered, “ Am
I not fit to do my duty?”

Wheeler lived to gain an enviable position in the
business world and to become a man of great wealth,
but how nearly his career was ended during this
early voyage is related by his younger brother
Henry, who in his sixty-third year wrote for his
children and grandchildren some delightful reminis-
cences, from which we have already quoted a few
passages.

When not over twelve [his father’s letter proves that
he was really seventeen] years of age, Wheeler went to
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New Hawven sea as a gailor boy on a sealing voyage to the Pacific
and continued to follow the sea for about two years. I
think he remained in the same ship but possibly he
came home during the period and then made a second
voyage.

I have heard him recount a narrow escape he had off
the coast of California. The ship was lying off the
shore, and a part of the crew had established them-
selves in huts or tents on a small rocky island watching
for seals and sea elephants. He had plunged into the
sea for a bath, and was floating quietly on his back
when his attention was attracted by the noise of a
stone falling into the water just behind him. On
turning over and facing the land, he saw his comrades
beckoning him back and immediately swam toward the
shore and into the breakers. The last wave seemed to
wash him from between the jaws of an immense shark
(Killer) which had that moment turned over to devour

him. As he touched the beach, the shark also grounded
striking against a rock and killing himself.

At another time, when the ship was going north-
ward for seals, Captain Coggeshall deemed it wise
to make a cache of part of the ship’s stores. He
therefore selected a desert island and landed there
a large quantity of provisions. Of course it was nec-
essary to have them guarded, and this duty fell to
young Wheeler, his only companion being a negro.
All went well for a while, the weather was pleasant,
and they had plenty to eat, but finally it grew cold
and they suffered greatly. They had been left, as
they supposed, for a short time only and had no
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extra clothing, no tools or books. The nights were New Haven
terribly cold and they were both glad enough to

creep into a single barrel that they might thus try

to keep each other warm.

Day followed day and they thought that they had
been abandoned. Loneliness and the lack of occu-
pation were very terrible to bear and these became
worse and worse as time drifted on. Wheeler used
to tell his family in after years that he sometimes
became almost light-headed and began to wonder
whether he ever had had a change of clothes or trod-
den upon a carpet or enjoyed any of the amenities
of life. In fact, he began to wonder which things
were real and which imaginary. It was only after
three months of this terrible existence, when they
had abandoned all hope of being rescued, that the
ship hove in sight.

Three years after Wheeler’s departure — the lad
having then returned from his sealing voyage —
Lockwood de Forest decided on his fourth and most
important change of residence. With his wife and
nine children he removed in the fall of 1815 to New
York.

The residence in New Haven had been endeared
to him by many pleasant associations and some sad
ones. His father died, as we know, in 1801, and
almost immediately thereafter Nehemiah’s children
began to leave the hill country, several of them fol-
lowing their brother’s example and making their
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New Howen homes In New Haven. As the lives of some of these
sisters and brothers were much interwoven with
Lockwood’s, we shall here give a few details which
may be of interest.

Polly de Forest was the first sister to leave her
old home and move to New Haven. It will be re-
called that in 1797 she had married Samuel Moss
Monson of New Stratford. In 1803, after only six
years of married life, Polly was left a widow, and
shortly afterward she came to New Haven.

Abby de Forest, who had also been married from
her father’s house, probably in 1797, was very happy
in her choice. Her husband, Legrand M. Lewis,
lived only a short time, however; in 1808 she also
became a widow. Immediately after her husband’s
death she too moved to New Haven, where she
bought a small plot of her brother’s land at Wooster
and Olive Streets and presumably built a little
house.

Betsey de Forest never married. After her fa-
ther’s death she went with her stepmother to live
in Bridgeport, but after her sisters Abby and Polly
moved to New Haven she joined them there. Abby
Lewis had been left better off than either of her
sisters and it is not unlikely that she shared her
house with them.

All the sisters came under the spell of Mr. Stu-
art’s eloquence; Polly joined his church in 1807;
Abby and Betsey, in 1809. Abby was especially
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eamest in all her religious duties, and in 1814, when New Haven
the revival spinit was abroad in the land, she and
some of her friends, “having heard of the extraor-
dinary out-pouring of God’s spirit in the neighbor-
ing towns,” organized a small society of women,
twelve in all, to meet weekly and “offer up united
prayers for the prosperity of Zion here and else-
where.”” One of their rules gave them latitude in
criticizing and reproving each other. Such admoni-
tions were allowed and indeed encouraged by the
rules of the Congregational church of the period.

Abby returned to her old home in New Stratford
in 1818, her brother Lockwood having left New
Haven, and Betsey made her home with him after
he moved to New York.

De Lauzun de Forest also came to live in New
Haven, probably preceding his sisters there. On
April 24, 1808, he too joined Centre Church and in
the same church was married, a month later, to
Lydia, daughter of Captain William Brintnall of
New Haven. This marriage, like those of Abby and
Polly, was not of long duration, for De Lauzun died
in New Haven on November 27, 1815, at about the
time of his brother’s departure for New York.

It must have been hard for Mehetabel to go so
far away from her early home. Up to this time she
had been in the habit of going back to pay her father
a visit each summer, taking some of the children
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New Hawen with her. We may imagine the fun the youngsters
had on their grandfather’s farm, hunting squirrels
in summer and gathering chestnuts and walnuts in
the fall.

Sometimes Mehetabel’s husband went with her
on these pilgrimages, as they might be called. Dur-
ing one of them (but this was after the family had
gone to New York to live— in fact, in 1826) they
travelled to Newtown, the home of “Sister Sally
Betsey.” While there the de Forests called upon
““Grandmother Rhoda Sherman,’’ the one who had
buried four husbands. She was much complimented
by their attention and told them that she was then
almost eighty-nine years old.?

From Newtown the travellers went to Barn Hill
to see Mrs. Milton Hawley, “ Aunt Hepsy,” the aged
sister of Lockwood’s father. She told them all the
old family traditions and those of Barn Hill as well.
She also boasted that she had received a visit from
her great-great-granddaughter a few days before.
Aunt Hepsy was now ninety-two years of age; but
if we doubt the accuracy of her account, we must
turn back to the chapter about her father, Samuel,
and see what is said there about her wonderful
memory.

It was possibly on this journey when Mr. and Mrs.
de Forest were travelling in a stage-coach that an
old man with snow-white hair alighted. A fellow-

! Grandmother Sherman died only two months later.
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passenger remarked, “A hoary head is a crown of New Haven
glory,” Mrs. de Forest instantly adding, “If it be
found in the way of righteousness™!

Her son Wheeler would never be left out of these
visits, and continued to spend part of each sum-
mer at the farm even after his grandfather’s death
in 1871, when it was his Aunt Betsey Wheeler whom
he visited in the old home. He was always fond of
horses and would ride those belonging to his grand-
father about the country.

On one occasion he went from place to place all
over the state visiting relatives. He travelled part
of the time on Uncle David’s ! old yellow horse with
a great travelling valise before him, and afterward
in a wagon at the rate of twenty-five cents a mile.
Thus he and a friend arrived at Nathan Wheeler’s
house, where they were, as always, hospitably wel-
comed and where, as Wheeler said, “Grandfather
made us both boozy.” If we remember Nathan
Wheeler’s barrels of apple brandy in the cellar and
the toddy glass which held a quart, we can hardly
be surprised at this result.

When Wheeler left the old homestead to return
to the city, he went down over the old Moose Hill
road “on Grandfather’s mare with Jim Judson’s
boy behind” him, but he does not say what then
became of the big valise. It was on this journey that
he philosophically and from the depths of his great

! David Nichols, who married Mehetabel’s sister Sally. -
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experience gave the following advice to a friend:
“It is useless to fret one’s gizzard out, we shall all
live till we die and the better way is to take things
as they come.”

But we have wandered too far from the subject
of Lockwood de Forest’s momentous move to New
York. This was justified in worldly prosperity; but
the first years in the city were clouded by an occur-
rence that touched him very deeply, because it in-
volved a question of personal honor and religious
standing, and for many subsequent years occasioned
a bitter struggle with his former pastor and brethren
in New Haven. The peaceful current of family and
personal life was now to be broken, and he was never
again to enjoy complete freedom from controversy
and disquiet. I refer to the church trial of which
mention has already been made and for a proper
understanding of which we must go into fuller partic-
ulars of Lockwood de Forest’s characteristics than
we have yet.

We have already had evidence that with all his
fine qualities he was an imperious and unyielding
man, sure of his own decisions and often unable to
see the other side of a question. After he joined
Centre Church, he went into church matters in the
same whole-hearted but dogmatic way. For all that,
he was amenable to reason, if treated tactfully, as
we must realize when we read of Mr. Stuart’s per-
suading him that it was a “ crime” for him to play
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cards. Many a time a spirit of tolerance and con- New York
ciliation on both sides would have smoothed things
over, but it was an age when people thought that
right was right and wrong was wrong, and that
there was no intermediate ground. Therefore, when
two good men differed as to what they considered
right or wrong, neither wished to yield, because each
conscientiously felt that his interpretation was just.
When, however, religious differences could not be set-
tled between man and man, they had to be brought
before the congregation. The churches of Connec-
ticut were principally of the Congregational order;
the congregation was supreme, and all important
decisions were made by that body. Unfortunately
the majority sometimes tyrannized over the minor-
ity and even over individual members.

As early as 1708 a Synod or General Council of
the churches of Connecticut had been held in Say-
brook and there were formulated the “Saybrook
Articles of Discipline” (that is, ecclesiastical disci-
pline), more commonly called the “Saybrook Plat-
form.” Some of the provisions of this Platform read
as follows: “ Admonition is in case of private offences
to be performed according to Matt. 18: 135, 16, 17,
and in case of public offences openly before the
Church as the honor of the Gospel and the nature
of the scandal shall require; and if either of the ad-
monitions take place for the recovery of the fallen
person, all further proceedings in the way of censure
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New York are thereon to cease and satisfaction to be declared
accordingly.

“When all due means are used according to the
order of the Gospel, for restoring an offending and
scandalous member and he notwithstanding re-
mains impenitent, the censure of Ex-communication
is to be proceeded unto.”

Even Abby Lewis’s “Praying Society” in New
Haven had the following rule: “That each of us will
make it an incumbent duty, to watch over one an-
other in love and reprove and admonish each other
when we shall say or do any thing inconsistent with
our profession, and the member transgressing shall
not be offended to be thus dealt with.”

It was therefore the privilege or rather the duty of
any of the brethren to offer reproof where he felt
it was deserved, and the culprit was expected to re-
ceive the reproof with both humility and gratitude.
It was also directed that “further proceedings in
the way of censure” should cease after the “fallen
person” had been so dealt with, but this provision
was hardly carried out in the case of Lockwood de
Forest.

. The effects of the trial or prosecution upon Mr.
de Forest’s subsequent life were of the most un-
fortunate character. He considered that he had not
been fairly treated, and it seems quite clear that his
whole nature became changed and in certain ways
embittered and hardened by its results. He had
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been strenuous before and positive; now he could New York
hardly brook contradiction of any kind.

For many years his family dreaded any allusion
to the prosecution, and both family and church
would have been unwilling to have any account of
it written. But all that is now a thing of the past.
The trial took place a hundred years ago and is now
a matter of old and most interesting church history.
Those who had a part in it are all dead, there is
nothing personal in the account as given now,
and no one can be hurt by the mention of these
old difficulties, which were so bitter at the time
when they occurred.

O

The Church Trial
Lockwood de Forest’s first residence in New York

was not in the city itself but in one of its suburbs,
called “Greenwich Village.” In Greenwich Village
there was at that time a Dutch Reformed Church,
under the pastoral care of the Rev. Steven M.
Rowan; and as the doctrines of the Congregational
and Dutch Reformed churches differ only in some
details of church government, Mr. de Forest de-
cided to put himself and his family under Mr.
Rowan’s guidance and informed the latter that he,
Lockwood de Forest, and his wife Mehetabel in-
tended to join the Greenwich Village Church before
the next communion season. Mr. de Forest there-
fore wrote to his former pastor, the Rev. Nathaniel
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New York W. Taylor, asking for letters of dismissal and rec-
ommendation for himself and his wife.

We must now go back a little «n our narrative.
Captain William Brintnall, a member of the New
Haven church, was connected by marriage with
Lockwood de Forest through the union of his
daughter, Lydia, with Lockwood’s younger brother,
De Lauzun, who had recently died in New Haven
(November 27, 1815), leaving a widow and two
children. About the time Lockwood’s request was
made, Captain Brintnall sent a message to Mr.
Taylor, saying that he supposed that Mr. de Forest
would soon be asking for letters to his new church,
but that there were old affairs of his which had never
been settled and that he should object to Mr. de
Forest’s having a “recommendation” to another
church.

The pastor informed Mr. de Forest of this mes-
sage, adding, however, that the latter was not bound
to go to Brother Brintnall, who, if he had com-
plaints to make, should rather go to Brother de
Forest and talk them over. Thereupon Mr. de
Forest begged Mr. Taylor to ask Captain Brintnall
to let him (de Forest) know what he had against
him, in order that he (de Forest) might give him
satisfaction. This was in December, 1815.

Captain Brintnall, however, did not let him

know, and Lockwood de Forest, becoming rather
bitter against him, wrote from New York accusing
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him of “unjustifiable conduct” and speaking of the New York
injury that his family and he might sustain through
Captain Brintnall’s causing them to be “victims
of censure and ignominy without making his com-
plaints known to me, asking Satisfaction from me,
or giving me an opportunity to vindicate myself.”
He also expressed regret at “a Controversy in-
volving a train of unhappy Family affairs, which
always degrades one or both parties and in which
(if profest in) the Cause of Christ s sure to suffer
reproach.” Whether the words “involving a train
of unhappy Family affairs” were an allusion to
something that had already taken place between
the two families or only to the effect such a contro-
versy would be likely to have in the future, it is
impossible to say.

Captain Brintnall still refused to state his accu-
sations definitely, but told Mr. Taylor he should
decline to vote for the certificate of recommenda-
tion. Mr. de Forest, who had already notified his
new pastor in New York that he and his wife would
join the church before the next Communion Sab-
bath, was thus in an extremely uncomfortable posi-
tion and unable to “remove the Stigma.”

Mr. Taylor now strenuously urged Mr. de Forest
to come to New Haven and adjust the matter by
personal interview, adding, “ Brother D. S. Gladding
also has some complaints against you which he
designs to make to the Standing Committee.” To
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New York this Lockwood answered (on January 26th) that such

New Haven

was his “desire to Seperate from the Church and
Bretheren, so long endeared to me by the tenderest
ties; in harmony and peace” that he would forth-
with go to New Haven. This he shortly afterward
did.

On his arrival on January 3oth, he went immedi-
ately to Mr. Gladding, with whom he apparently
discussed one of the complaints the latter had
against him; namely, the matter of “criminally
playing cards in New York.” He acknowledged his
fault and asked Gladding’s forgiveness. Although
the latter did not assert that the act had been
repeated during the past eight years, he either re-
quired something further than a private confession
or found amicable adjustment of the other com-
plaints impossible; for he thereupon prepared his
“1st Set of Charges agt. L. De Forest,” evidently
showing his caller what they contained.

Ist. A criminal violation of the 4th Commandment
in loading a vessel on the Sabbath.

2nd. A criminal violation of the Sabbath in writing
letters of business on that day.

3rd. Presenting a false Manifest of a Vesel’s Cargo
at the custom house & allso in virtually denying the
obbligation of custom house oaths.

4th. Criminally playing at cards in New York. !

A day or so later Lockwood wrote Mr. Gladding

a letter answering these charges.
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New Haven, Feb. 2d, 1816

SIR:

In answer to the criminal Charges which you have
prefered against me as a Brother in the Church —1
answer to the first, that in 1813 I assisted in loading a
Ship on Satterday night, for which I supposed I had
justifyable grounds, which I have stated to you al-
ready & can only say I am sorry they are not Sattis-
factory to you. The 2d & 3d Charges I deny.

The 4th charge I confessed, & deeply Sorrowed for,
eight years ago to My then Pastor, & to all the Breth-
eren who knew the fact, & was kind enough to call upon
me, and when now brought up anew by you, I again to
you alone & in the presence of our Rev. Pastor stated
the above facts & beged you to forgive it, & altho you
do not pretend it has ever been repeated by me, yet
with grief I find you will not forgive the offence.

Yours in Christ,
L. DE ForesT.

This was certainly a good and reasonable letter,
but Lockwood, sure that it would avail nothing, and
goaded into a retaliatory form of self-defense, him-
self set about preparing a set of charges against
Gladding and sent them to the Committee. They

were as follows: —

1st. That when you, two years ago, charged the
offences upon me (which you now renew) & heard my
explanation of them, that you did not then let me know
you was not Satisfied, & give me Oportunity to Satisfy
you, or if I would not do that, that you did not then
take other Bretheren with you & Call upon me, in pur-
suance of the Gospel Rule.
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2nd. That you have not only (til a recent period)
neglected this Christian duty toward me as a Brother,
but that you have recently (when Myself & Family
were removed without the limits of this Church & I
with My Wife, were, in pursuance of our duty as
christians & in obedience to a bye law of the Church
preparing to disolve our Connection with this, & to put
ourselves under the Watch & Care of another church)
instead of calling on me, & in my absence, been to sev-
eral of our Bretheren, & published these Offences to
them (& to how many others I know not) to the irrep-
arable injury of My Christian Character & that too
(as I have reason to believe) without stating to them
the reasons I at the time offered you as my justifica-
tion.
3rd. That in making your Charges of Criminal
Offences against me yesterday — You Manifest, not
the forgiving Charitable temper of the Gospel, in that
you now persist in charging Me with Criminally Play-
ing at Cards in N. York altho since my arival here,
‘Tuesday, I have to you alone, stated all that then took
place, between the Pastor & other Bretheren who
called on me myself, and to you alone & also in the
presence of our Rev. Pastor, acknowledged that fault
& with humility & sincerity beged your forgiveness of
it — altho you do not pretend that for eight years past
it has ever been repeated in me. This unforgiving tem-
per I conceive to be at variance with the whole tenor of
the Gospel & in direct violation of the rule, given us by
our Blessed Saviour Himself.

The same day Mr. de Forest also had a meeting
at Captain Goodrich’s house with Mr. Bishop and
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Mr. Marshall (the Collector and Deputy Collector New Haven
of the Port of New Haven) and Captain Truman,
regarding their recollections in the matter of the

“false manifest’’; and it became evident that the
testimony which the two former gentlemen were
prepared to offer would entirely disprove the state-

ments in support of Mr. Gladding’s charge, to be

made by Captain Truman.

Whether Gladding was informed of this confer-
ence is not known; if so, he either did not consider
the testimony of Mr. Bishop and Mr. Marshall im-
portant or else he was from the first determined that
official action should be taken; for he insisted that
the whole set of charges should be officially pre-
sented, and that same evening de Forest appeared,
with whatever documents he could collect, before
the “Standing Committee” of five church members.
He also presented his own set of charges against
Gladding. |

After taking nearly a week to come to a decision,
the Committee brought in its reports. With regard
to de Forest’s charges, they said that on the first
two— namely, that Gladding had not two years ago
charged the offences upon de Forest and that he had
published the offences without giving de Forest’s
explanations — Gladding acknowledged guilt; with
regard to the third charge— that Gladding had been
unforgiving about the matters — they saw nothing
worthy of censure.
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New Hawen  As to the accusations against de Forest, the Com-
mittee read to him on February 8th the following
report, but did not give him a copy of it. We give
this document in full, largely because of its historic
value as presenting a picture, but also because it
prepares the reader’s mind for the discussion of so
long and dry a question.

Copy of Report of Commattee (on my trial)

The Crimes Charged against Mr. Deforest are, pre-
senting a false manifest of a Cargo at the Custom
house; virtually denying the obligation of Custom
house oaths, breach of the Sabbath, and playing at
cards in New York.

In support of the first charge Capt. Truman is the
only Witness. He testifies, that the manifest, which he
says Mr. Deforest made out undervalued the cargo, in
all other respects it was correct. We do not see any
criminality in this transaction if all took place just as
Capt. Truman states it. Two men, both judicious and
both honest might and not improbably would differ
in their estimate of the value of a cargo. A valuation
might indeed be so far from just, as to make it apparent
that there was either gross negligence or actual dishon-
esty. We are not informed how great the difference was
in this case, between Capt. Truman and Mr. Deforest,
and we cannot presume that it was so great as to shew
that Mr. Deforest acted dishonestly. Nor can we find
any motive to dishonesty; nothing could be gained
or lost by any body by undervalueing this cargo. It
would be no object to reduce the bond, which was to be
given, to a smaller sum, unless there was an intention
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to carry the cargo to a Brittish port, by which the New Haven
panalty would be forfeited. Capt. Truman who was

the Master of the Vessel, testifies, that there was no

such intention, and of course it must have been mat-

ter of entire indifference to Mr. Deforest whether the

bond were in a greater or less sum. We can therefore

find no cause to suspect Mr. Deforest of any fraud-

ulent or dishonest intention in the matter of the mani-

fest.

The charge of denying the obligation of Custom
house oaths is of a most serious character; such oaths
have the same solemnity, the same obligation, as oaths
elsewhere. To deny the obligation of oaths is scarcely
less criminal and evinces scarcely less depravity than
perjury itself; and the man who does the one cannot
be expected to stop short of the other, whenever there
exists a temptation to commit it. Capt. Truman, who
is the only witness to this Charge and who, in our
esteem stands far above even the suspicion of false-
hood or intentional misrepresentation, testifies that in
March, 1809, at the Custom house in the presence of
the Collector and Deputy Collector, Mr. Deforest said
to him that he would not give a straw for a Master of a
Vessel who would mind a custom house oath. He testi-
fies that it was audibly spoken, and in consequence of
his refusing to make oath to the manifest made out by
Mr. Deforest because the cargo or some part of it was
undervalued.

We enter upon the consideration of this part of the
case with seriousness and anxiety to find the truth,
which so weighty a matter is calculated to inspire. If
Capt. Truman could not misremember the words which
were used, and could not have misunderstood the
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New Hwen meaning of what was said we must believe Mr. De-
forest guilty of the crime laid to his charge. It is no
reproach to Capt. Truman to suppose that after the
lapse of nearly seven years he may not remember the
words used by Mr. Deforest or that he may have mis-
apprehended his meaning. We believe that one or the
other or both these things are the fact. There was
doubtless a difference of opinion between Capt. Tru-
man and Mr. Deforest respecting the value of the Cargo
in question as it stood in the manifest. It appears by
the testimony before us, that no great exactness is
usually aimed at in valueing cargoes in the manifest.
The object of this valuation is the information of the
Government of the United States as to the value of the
exports of the Country. A valuation sufficiently accu-
rate for this object is all that is understood to be
required. In these circumstances it is not an improb-
able fact that Mr. Deforest thought Capt. Truman
unnecessarily exact and scrupleous, and was led by this
exactness and over scrupleousness, as he esteemed it
to utter expressions concerning this conduct of Capt.
Truman, which he understood to refer to the solemnity
of an oath, and which made upon his mind an impres-
sion that Mr. Deforest had reproached him for his con-
duct in manifesting a just regard for the obligations
of an oath.

Several circumstances concur to convince the mind
that Mr. Deforest did not use the language imputed to
him. Although there is reason to fear that many pay
little or no regard to custom house oaths, yet the in-
famy which attaches to such as are known to disregard
them, is so great, that it is in no small degree incredible,
that one who values a reputation for integrity, should
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affirm, that in his opinion there is no crime in violating New Haven
them. It is still more extraordinary that Mr. Deforest
should utter such a sentiment in the custom house
where he was almost daily doing business as a mer-
chant, and in the hearing of the Collector and Deputy
Collector; the language was addressed to Capt. Tru-
man, a member of the same church, and at the moment
when he was manifesting his scrupleous regard to
truth, in that to which he was to make oath, with what
abhorrence Capt. Truman would regard his conduct he
would not be ignorant. It is difficult to believe that
Mr. Deforest, unless under the influence of extreme
irritation, which does not appear to have been the case
with him, could have failed to be restrained by these
considerations, from making the declarations laid to
his charge.

We cannot but express our unfeigned regret that the
investigation of this matter had not been made at an
earlier period, when the transaction was recent and
when the truth might have been arrived at with far
more certainty than it now can. But this is not the sole
nor the chief cause of regret, that the faults of Christian
Bretheren should be permitted to remain long unno-
ticed. In such a case, the transgressor often remains
impenitent and always liable to be cut off in his sin.
The Church is reproached, and polluted Christians fail
to shew their hatred of sin so long as they tolerate
the practice of it in any other members; and Christ is
wounded in the house of his friends.

The breaches of Sabbath charged upon Mr. Deforest
are writing letters of business, and loading a vessel
upon that day. With respect to the first of these
breaches it was testified by Capt. Goodrieh and ad-
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New Haven mitted by Mr. Deforest that he had in one instance
written a letter of business upon the Sabbath in a case
of urgent necessity; what that occasion was they were
neither of them able to recollect. It was also ad-
mitted by Mr. Deforest that he might have written
other letters of business upon the Sabbath, but remem-
bered none. In such cases if they existed there was
always as he said a necessity which he thought justified
him in doing it. As there may exist cases of necessity in
which it is justifiable to write letters of business upon
the Sabbath, the evidence before us and which we have
detailed, does not seem to warrant us in saying that the
instance confessed by Mr. Deforest was of this char-
acter. The case supposed by Mr. Deforest of news of
the arrival of a vessel upon which insurance had been
ordered at a distant place but not made, and to prevent
the effecting of which a letter must be written upon the
Sabbath, is not in our view a case of necessity which
will justify the letter. There would be no actual loss of
property in this case. As much as would be lost by one
would be gained by another; that the sum is great
can make no difference. The admission of the princi-
ple of the supposed case, would justify all manner of
trafficking upon the Sabbath which would yield a
profit to either party concerned in it. It is lawfull
to labour upon the Sabbath to save property from
destruction or unusual damage, and for no other pur-
pose.

As to the breach of Sabbath in loading a vessel upon
that day, it appears that inteligence was received from
Washington, and believed, on Saturday, that an act
had passed the house of Representatives, laying an
embargo which was expected to become a law and

[ 60 ]



The Church Trial

reach this place by the Monday following. There were New Haven
in the hands of Mr. De Forest and his partner, 1000 or
1200 barrels of flour owned in New York. This flour
had become a little sour and on that account unsaleable
in the American market. It would continue to become
worse the longer it was kept should the expected em-
bargo take place and the flour remain here an almost
entire loss of it was expected or strongly apprehended.
Abroad the flour although damaged, would find a mar-
ket. In these circumstances a shipment of this flour
was commenced Saturday afternoon, and in this busi-
ness Mr. Deforest continued engaged till one or two
oclock in the morning of the Sabbath. The shipment
of this flour in these circumstances does not appear to
us to be a work of necessity which it is lawfull to do
upon the Sabbath and that in doing it Mr. Deforest
violated the Sabbath.:

We are unwilling to refrain on this occasion to ex-
press our regret that any who profess to consider Satur-
day evening as a part of the Sabbath should customa-
rily employ any part of that evening in secular business,
if that evening belongs to the Sabbath it is assumed - as
any other part of the day and can no more be violated
with impunity.

The fact and the criminality of playing at Cards in
New York are confessed by Mr. Deforest. We are of
opinion that the members of the Church to whom this -
conduct was known were guilty of a neglect of duty in
permitting it to remain in a state of so much silence till
this late period. The crime required a publick acknowl-
edgement from Mr. Deforest. But from the silence of
his Bretheren he had reason to suppose that no other
sattisfaction was required than what he had given.

[ 61 ]

L




Lockwood de Forest

New Hawen There is nosuspicion that the offence has been re-
peated.

Reformation which is a primary object of the disci-
pline of the Church seems to have been voluntarily
accomplished by the offender himself. He has con-
fessed his fault to his accusor and to us, and expressed
his sorrow. He signifies his willingness to do the same
to others who are not already sattisfied. Many years
have elapsed since this transaction was extensively
known in the Church, and Mr. Deforest has been
called to no public account till this time. The honor of
the Church seems to forbid that an offence which has
remained so long unnoticed should be called again to
remembrance.

In these circumstances it appears to us unreasonable
to call Mr. Deforest to any further account for this
offence. We lament that to publish one to another the
misconduct of our Bretheren has so much prevailed
and been so long tolerated in this Church. Itis an un-
scriptural practice against the Law of Love and mis-
chievous to the peace, unity and honor of the Church.

‘Of the Charges of presenting a false manifest to the
Custom house, of virtually denying the obligation of
Custom house oaths, and of breaking the Sabbath by
writing letters of business upon that day, we find Mr.
Deforest not guilty. Respecting the Charge of playing
at Cards we find that he has made all the sattisfaction
that can at this late period be required of him. Of
breaking the Sabbath by loading a vessel on Saturday
night till one or two oclock in the morning of the Sab-
bath we find that he is guilty. This offence having
been committed in the view of the publick requires
from Mr. Deforest a publick acknowledgement of it
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and a publick expression of his sorrow for it before New Haven

the Church of which he is a member.
New Haven, February gth, 1816.

SaMueL DARLING.
DyYErR WHITE.
ScoviL HinmMaN.
NatuaNn WHITING.
STEPHEN TWINING.

Thus, to summarize briefly the report of the Com-
mittee, Mr. de Forest was found “not guilty” re-
specting the false manifest, the Custom House oath,
and the writing of business letters on the Sabbath.
Respecting the card - playing, they found that no
further satisfaction was necessary at this late date.
With reference to the loading of the vessel on the
Sabbath they found him guilty and they decided,
“This offence having been committed in the view
of the publick requires from Mr. Deforest a publick
acknowledgement of it and a publick expression of
his sorrow for it before the Church of which he is
a member.”

A few facts with regard to “loading a ship on the
Sabbath” and “playing cards’ may not be amiss at
this point in the narrative. With reference to the
former charge, the following statements were unchal-
lenged. Goodrich & De Forest had had in store
shortly before the breaking out of the War of 1812
about twelve hundred barrels of flour belonging to
a New York house. On a certain Saturday moming
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New Hmen 2 partner in this house arrived by “express” in New
Haven, bringing the news that an embargo act had
passed the lower house of Congress and was expected
to pass the Senate immediately, so that the news
would probably reach New Haven by the follow-
ing Monday. He therefore directed Goodrich & De
Forest to charter a vessel and get the flour off before

that time if possible. The members of the firm imme-
diately secured a Spanish vessel, the only one avail-

able which was large enough, but it was afternoon
before the price was arranged and they could begin
the loading. They employed all the men and carts
they could get, a sloop, and two or three scows, and
by about ten o’clock that evening all the barrels were
removed from the store; but the laborers were still to
be paid off, and it was two o’clock on Sunday morn-
ing before the partners were able to leave for home.
The flour was at this time a little sour and almost
unsalable in New Haven, while it could be sold at
a reduced rate elsewhere. Had the embargo passed
before the removal of the flour, a total loss would
probably have ensued. As the embargo did not pass,
the flour was finally returned to the care of Goodrich
& De Forest, who made no charge whatever to the
owners for all their trouble.

With regard to the charge of “playing cards,” the
facts were that in 1807, nine years before Mr. de

Forest’s prosecution, he and a friend, Captain Gad
Peck, boarded a packet in New York which was com-
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manded by a mutual friend, Captain Lines. Finding New Haven
the company engaged in a game of “Loo” and being
invited to do so, they joined in the game. Mr. Stuart,
Lockwood’s pastor in New Haven at that time,
speaking to him about it later, found him at first
inclined to justify himself, saying that Captain
Lines, whom he believed to be a very good man,
often played at “Loo.” Later, however, he made
an ample and, to his pastor, perfectly satisfactory
confession of his guilt. He also made the same ac-
knowledgment of guilt and repentance to any who
charged him with the sin.

On hearing the Committee’s report read, Mr. de
Forest discovered that it included only part of the
testimony that had been given at the hearing. To
this partial inclusion he took vigorous exception and
the next day wrote a “‘ Protest” about the matter to
the members of the Committee. Captain Truman’s
testimony was directly contrary to his own remem-
brance and to the recollections of other witnesses;
and while the Committee acquitted de Forest, thus
discrediting Truman’s accuracy, they gave much
space in the report to a vindication of Truman’s
character for integrity. This also was a special
grievance to Mr. de Forest, as he did not consider
such a vindication germane to the subject under
discussion.

Had he omitted any comment and rested with his
technical objections to the omission of testimony,
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New Hawes which were evidently within his right, much future
trouble might have been avoided. But, stung by
what he considered the flagrant injustice done him
and doubtless rendered somewhat intolerant by the
irregular matter included in the report, he went on to
dictate a policy of procedure, the rebuke of which was
most likely ill received. Certainly somewhere at this
point new fuel was added to the flame.

The pastor now drew up the following “ Proposed
Confession” on the subject of the breach of the Sab-
bath, which he said would be acceptable to the Com-
mittee: “With respect to the charge of violating
the Sabbath in loading a ship I say, that at the time
of that transaction I was fully satisfied in my own
conscience that I was doing what was lawful & right
for me to do at t time & under t circumstances as
above related and that I have ever since been of t
same opinion.! This charge, however, having been
lately refered to five brethren in whose wisdom &
piety I have great confidence, & as I formed my
judgment of the transaction under circumstances
perhaps not the most favorable to a correct judg-
ment, I cheerfully acknowledge that I may have
erred in that opinion and that as the above five
bretheren are of opinion that I did err, I ought to
yield my opinion to theirs. So far, therefore, as I
may have offended any of my brethren in this trans-

1 In this quotation “t” of course represents the word
“the.”
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action or wounded t Cause of Christ by what is New Hoven
deemed a mistaken apprehension of my duty at t

time, I do before God & this church deeply regret

that I have done so.”

To this Mr. de Forest answered: “I do not objcct
to making the Confession drawn up by Mr. Taylor
as a Sattisfactory compliance with the decision of
the Committee on the Subject of Breach of Sabbath
in loading a Ship under the circumstances, as pro-
posed by him.”

In the meantime the three accusers had conferred
and had formulated a set of objections of their own.
Whether they were dissatisfied with the original re-
port of the Committee, as lacking in the discipline
necessary to Mr. de Forest’s spiritual welfare, or
were irritated by the attitude manifested in his pro-
test and therefore thought the confession drawn up
by Mr. Taylor too lenient in form, it is impossible
to state; but they pressed the matter of a public con-
fession on the subject of the playing of cards, and
on February 1oth proposed through Mr. Taylor and
Nathan Whiting, the latter a member of the Stand-
ing Committee, that Mr. de Forest “would consent to
make a Publick Confession for Playing Cards in New
York and consent to have the Report of the Com-
mittee of his late trial lodged in the hands of Mr.
Taylor and he to have no copy of it, that in that
case they would consent to accept such Confes-
sion as Mr. Taylor showed them on the subject of
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New Hawen Loading a ship Saturday night, and bury all differ-
ences.”’

Mr. de Forest now felt that he and his affairs
would be better off in the hands of the Church. He
therefore made a counter proposal; namely, that if
the Committee would let him have a copy of the
report, he would be willing to abide by the decision
of the Church as to whether a confession about play-
ing cards was necessary or not. The accusers, un-
doubtedly fearing that he might use it to prolong
the contention and that the discussions would be
without end, were not willing that he should have
this copy; and he naturally refused to accede to the
humiliating condition of a public confession of play-
ing cards, as it had not been demanded by the Com-
mittee, and would not even purchase for him the
copy of their report, theattainment of which had now
become the object of many of his proposals.

As the accusers were not willing to abide by the
report of the Committee, a church trial, involving
all the questions at issue, was decided upon. On
February 1oth Mr. de Forest received notice from
the pastor through Mr. Gladding that “a Church
meeting would be warmned from the desk the next
day” (Sunday), and on Monday he was served with
copies of the two sets of charges — those made by
D. S. Gladding and by Captain Brintnall. In ad-
dition, that same afternoon a church committee
waited on him and gave him formal notice that
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charges had been preferred against him and that he New Hooen
was required to come before the Church and answer

them. Accordingly, that night, February 12th, he
“‘appeared before the Church.”

At the beginning of the trial an astonishing dis-
covery was made. Mr. Gladding’s set of charges was
not to be found, and there was therefore no docu-
ment of his on which to try the accused. Mr. de
Forest lent his own copy, which, having been sent to
him in a personal letter, was afterward returned to
him. One cannot help speculating on the prolonged
contention that might have been avoided and the
peace to the church and its members that might
have been preserved had Mr. de Forest’s own copy
been lost likewise. Commenting in 1827 on the
absence of these charges Lockwood, in a Memornial
presented by him to the church, said: “ No original
charges from Gladding were then before the Church;
nor to this day do any charges whatever appear on
the files of the Church against me.”

The charges of Mr. Gladding were as follows: —

Charge 1. — I think it from three to four years since
Capt. Daniel Truman told me that, some time previous
to that time Mr. De Forest wrote a wrong or false
manifest of a vessel’s cargo, at the Custom-house, for
him to sign.

2. That on his objecting to it, saying it was wrong
and he would not make oath to it, he (Mr. De Forest)
said he would not give a fig or a straw for a master of
a vessel who cared anything for a custom-house oath,
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New Hawesn and that this was spoken in the presence of four
men. '

3. Another offence I would state, is his loading a
ship on the Sabbath.

4. He (De Forest) then told me that he had fre-
quently wrote letters of business on that day.

5. I think I told him I had heard he had posted
books on the Sabbath.

6. He also told Selah Barnes he should think it his
duty to ride all day on the Sabbath, if he were sure to
make a thousand dollars by it.

7. He has also been guilty of playing cards in New
York.

Captain Brintnall’s charges consist of three, and
are in the following words: —

MRr. Lockwoop DE ForesT: —

As you insist on my charging you in-writing, which
I bring against you before the Church as follows:

Charge 1. — Playing cards in New York.

2. For having charged me with having, in an un-
christian manner taken from you your Christian char-
acter.

3. For saying that, in certain cases which you men-

tioned, it would be your duty to steal for your children
or family.

Lockwood’s former partner, Captain Goodrich,
appeared in his behalf; otherwise the testimony was
essentially that already presented to the Committee.
To use the defendant’s own words as given in the

already mentioned Memorial: “The result of the
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trial was, an acquittal on all charges preferred New Haven
against me. And after my accusers, and the wit-

nesses against me, had withdrawn, the Church
unanimously (as I was told) voted me a dismission

and recommendation.” ~

The Church did indeed vote that each charge was
“not substantiated” except in the matter of playing
cards. Here there was a division of opinion as to
whether the offence demanded a public confession or
not. Some believed that so long a time had elapsed
since the offence had been committed that a pub-
lic penance was unnecessary, especially as Mr. de
Forest appeared willing to confess the “crime” to
any who should give him the opportunity. On the
other hand, it was thought that as the crime was
publicly known, no evidence of repentance could be
furnished without a public confession. The church
vote on this question was evenly divided — Yeas 14,
Nays 14. Nevertheless, the Church voted to give
the certificate of recommendation.

Early the next moming Mr. de Forest called on
Mr. Taylor and obtained the certificate, but at noon
received a letter from him asking for its retumn,
the reason given being that Captain Brintnall had
lodged a “remonstrance” against the action of the
Church and wished a new meeting called. This was
the last straw. Sorely tried patience could endure
no more. Mr. de Forest apparently called on Mr.
Taylor, accompanied by his friend, Amariah Lucas,
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